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Abstract
In the Kvarner area and the Cres-Lošinj archipelago, Osor is the oldest and most significant island set-
tlement, as well as the best-researched archaeologically. In addition to land-based archaeological sur-
veys and research, ongoing since the late 19th century, the seabed of the entire island area has been sys-
tematically surveyed and studied. Particular attention has been given to the Osor seabed, due to the 
importance and value of the material culture originating from the settlement itself. This article presents 
all previous research conducted over the past 70 years, chronologically divided into two main periods: 
the first systematic research during the second half of the 20th century, and more recent systematic and 
protective research in the early decades of the 21st century. The results of these activities certainly com-
plete the picture of the way and dynamics of life in this island centre throughout different historical 
periods, especially from the perspective of ancient seafaring, navigation, and Osor’s role in established 
transport and economic communications.
Keywords: Cres-Lošinj, Osor, harbour, maritime trade route, underwater archaeological research

Izvleček
Na območju Kvarnerja in arhipelaga Cres-Lošinj je Osor najstarejše in najpomembnejše otoško nase-
lje ter arheološko najbolje raziskano. Poleg kopenskih arheoloških pregledov in raziskav, ki potekajo že 
od konca 19. stoletja, je bilo sistematično raziskano tudi morsko dno celotnega območja otoka. Posebna 
pozornost je bila osorskemu morskem dnu namenjena zaradi pomena in vrednosti materialne kulture, 
ki izvira iz samega naselja. Članek povzema vse dosedanje raziskave, opravljene v zadnjih 70 letih, kro-
nološko razdeljene v dve glavni obdobji: med prve, sistematične, raziskave v drugi polovici 20. stoletja 
in novejše, sistematične ter zaščitne, raziskave v zgodnjih desetletjih 21. stoletja. Rezultati teh aktivnosti 
zagotovo dopolnjujejo sliko načina in dinamike življenja v tem otoškem središču skozi različna zgodo-
vinska obdobja, predvsem z vidika starodavnega pomorstva, navigacije in vloge Osorja v vzpostavljenih 
transportnih in gospodarskih povezavah.
Ključne besede: Cres-Lošinj, Osor, pristanišče, pomorska trgovska pot, podvodne arheološke raziskave

Introduction 

Situated on the narrow isthmus connect-
ing the islands of Cres and Lošinj, Osor is 
one of the most prominent historical set-

tlements not only within the Cres-Lošinj archi-
pelago but also throughout the entire Kvarner  

 
region and the northern Adriatic. It is justifiably 
considered the ‘metropolis’ of Kvarner and the 
safest city on the eastern Adriatic coast in early 
history (Blečić Kavur 2014; 2015, 15; Blečić Ka-
vur and Kavur 2025).
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Osor is framed by the Kavanela (Cavanel-
la) channel, which connects the Kvarner Gulf to 
the north with the Kvarnerić to the south (fig. 
1). This sea strait, with its prevailing sea currents 
and winds, along with suitable coves on both 
sides, was crucial in shaping Osor into an es-
sential, millennia-old port on the oldest trans-
port routes that connected Northern and Cen-
tral Europe with the Mediterranean during the 
late prehistoric period. Despite this wealth of ev-
idence and the efforts of earlier researchers (e.g. 
Imamović 1979; Faber 1980; Stražičić 1995), di-
rect and concrete evidence of a prehistoric port 
or infrastructure has not yet been documented. 
Their existence is only assumed and linked to 
later Roman structures.

The abundant material culture, mostly un-
earthed from necropolises, tombs, the settle-
ment itself, and surrounding areas (Blečić Kavur 
2015; 2021; 2025; Blečić Kavur and Kavur 2013; 
2024a; 2025), testifies to Osor’s prominent role 
on the island and its extensive cultural and eco-
nomic networks. Additionally, a collection of 
items from underwater research significantly en-
hances our knowledge, understanding, and in-
terpretation of life in Osor, particularly during 
the period of Roman rule (Ettinger Starčić 2012; 
2013). At that time, the city flourished, gaining a 
city charter and becoming a municipium (Muni-

cipium Apsorus), probably under Augustus or Ti-
berius (Suić 2003, 64; Vrsalović 2011, 246). It not 
only maintained but also developed its status as 
an important port on the sea route from Salona 
to Aquileia, primarily due to favourable winds 
and sea currents (Zaninović 2005; cf. Orlić 1986; 
Jurišić 2000).

The significance and value of Osor’s po-
sition on shipping routes, as well as the stand-
ard of living of its ancient inhabitants, are cor-
roborated by numerous finds of material culture 
from earlier excavations of necropolises and 
tombs (Ettinger Starčić and Ćus-Rukonić 2015), 
as well as the most recent discoveries in the area 
of Preko mosta and along the road towards 
Nerezine (Janeš 2022; Perković Gjurašin 2022; 
cf. Blečić Kavur 2025; Blečić Kavur and Kavur 
2024a).

Earlier scholarship held that Osor possessed 
a fully developed port infrastructure and a refur-
bished Kavanela canal during this period. It was 
long maintained that the town had three ports: 
in Bijar Bay, in the Old Port (Stara luka) by 
the Kavanela passage, and in Jaz Bay (Imamov-
ić 1979; Faber 1980; 1982). Today, however, it 
is difficult to envisage Jaz Bay as an operation-
al harbour, as it is entirely silted up and buried. 
Furthermore, the existence of a channel linking 
it with Bijar Bay has not been scientifically con-

Figure 1: Osor, View of the 
Town and the Old Port  
(photo: Sara Popović, 2023)
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firmed and has, in fact, been convincingly reject-
ed (fig. 2) (Doneus et al. 2015, 773; Miko et al. 
2025).

The development and importance of Osor 
began to decline in the 15th century, when it 
ceased to be the administrative and episcopal 
seat of Cres and Lošinj. However, it did not dis-
appear entirely; through various transforma-
tions, life at this location has continued to the 
present day (cf. Sušanj Protić 2015).

The strategic position of Osor, both with-
in the archipelago and on the northern Adriat-
ic shipping route, historically secured it a key 
role in maritime and economic networks. This 
has resulted in a rich cultural and architectural 
heritage that testifies to the civilisations which 
have shaped it for millennia. This paper pre-
sents all underwater archaeological research 
conducted since the late 1960s, from prelim-
inary surveys and inspection to trial excava-
tions and individual finds. Based on different 
approaches and methodologies, the research is 
divided into two periods. This structure allows 

the collected data to be organised chronologi-
cally through the history of the research, high-
lighting the value of the sites and the wealth of 
archaeological remains, from the ancient to the 
modern era.

Underwater Research in the Second Half  
of the 20th Century
The earliest records of underwater archaeologi-
cal sites, particularly in the shallow waters along 
the Croatian coast, date back to the 16th cen-
tury, with the first mention of an ancient ship-
wreck appearing in the 18th century. Individu-
al efforts to protect underwater heritage began 
only in the mid-20th century, and from the 
1970s onwards, they became part of a well-or-
ganised system (Radić Rossi 2012).

Several valuable finds have been discovered 
on the nearby seabed. Notably, one of the most 
important is a shipwreck from the early Imperial 
epoch near the island of Ilovik, which contained 
flattened Forlimpopoli-type amphorae and lux-
urious glass and bronze vessels (Orlić 1986; Ju-

Figure 2: Locations of the Underwater Sites of Osor Mentioned in the Text (Google Earth; elaborated by Martina 
Blečić Kavur, 2025)
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rišić 2000, 65; Radić Rossi 2012, 292; Ettinger 
Starčić 2013, 26–30). 

However, the most prominent discovery in 
the island group is undoubtedly the Hellenistic 
bronze statue of a young athlete (Apoxyomenos), 
found near the islet of Vele Orjule, next to the is-
land of Lošinj, in 1996 (Ettinger Starčić 2013; Et-
tinger Starčić and Potrebica 2017). The absence 
of other finds directly associated with the stat-
ue makes it impossible to reliably date it or inter-
pret the circumstances of its arrival on the sea-
bed. Although it is considered the first and only 
discovery of such a significant artistic monu-
ment in Croatian waters (Radić Rossi 2012, 295), 
it is worth recalling the much earlier collection 
of individual finds of extremely valuable ear-
ly Imperial sculpture in Osor itself, specifically 
in Jaz Bay (figs. 2–3) (e.g., Cambi 1982). For this 
reason, the seabed around Osor has been recog-
nised as having exceptional potential for future 
research since the last century.

Despite this, and in contrast to the terres-
trial archaeological research conducted in Osor 
for over 150 years, underwater exploration began 
remarkably late (Ettinger Starčić and Ćus-Ru-
konić 2015). The first survey of Osor’s waters 
took place in 1971, conducted by Radmila Mate-
jčić and Velika Ruševljan from the Maritime 
and History Museum of the Croatian Littoral 
Rijeka, in collaboration with the Republic Insti-
tute for the Protection of Cultural Monuments. 
Based on information from port authorities and 
local officials, the aim of the survey was to in-
spect all reported and known sites in Osor Bay 
(on the left bank). During that period, the un-
derwater areas of Bijar Bay and the Old Port of 
Osor, as well as the bays of Radiboj, Pirac, and 
Golubljaj, and the capes of Maestro, Boko and 
Osor were surveyed (fig. 2) (Matejčić and Rušev-
ljan 1971, 1–6; Matejčić 1976; Matejčić and Orlić 
1982, 164). The surveyed sites were described in 
detail in a report, but the material culture re-
mained mostly unpublished, except for the am-
phorae, which were soon systematised typolog-
ically and chronologically by Velika Ruševljan 
(1970).

It was not until 1979 that Dasen Vrsalović, 
in his doctoral dissertation – which remains a 
fundamental work on the eastern Adriatic sea-
bed – classified the existing sites into four ma-
jor categories: shipwrecks, scattered finds, isolat-
ed objects, and port facilities and finds alongside 
ancient architecture (Vrsalović 1979). This was 
followed by numerous inspection surveys of bays 
and capes in the waters near Osor. The sites were 
then mapped and interpreted several times by 
Marjan Orlić, who believed that such finds in-
dicated the intensity of navigation and seafaring 
in this important geostrategic and transit area 
(Matejčić and Orlić 1982; Orlić 1986).

Dasen Vrsalović categorised the shipwreck 
finds, placing the site at Boko Cape, west of Osor 
in Osor Bay and along the coast of the island of 
Lošinj, into the first category (fig. 2). Due to the 
abundance of fragments of amphorae, pottery, 
and roof tiles – a typical and common type of 
cargo – this was classified as a devastated ship-
wreck. The amphorae were identified as the 
Apulian type Lamboglia 2 and are dated to the 
1st century BCE (Vrsalović 2011, 77; Orlić 1986, 
6). As a significant and potential archaeological 
site, it was also inscribed in the Register of Cul-
tural Goods of the Republic of Croatia (Z-48).

Vrsalović then included the discovery of 
multiple examples of the same Lamboglia 2 type 
amphorae and their fragments, which were ex-
plored in Radiboj Bay along the Kolo peninsu-
la, on the island of Lošinj (fig. 2), in the category 
of so-called ‘scattered finds’. Given the material 
culture found, he believed there was a possibility 
that shipwreck remains existed beneath the sur-
face sand (Vrsalović 2011, 84; Orlić 1986, 6). This 
site was also entered in the Register of Cultural 
Goods of the Republic of Croatia as an under-
water archaeological site (RRI-0309).

Under the category of isolated objects, sev-
eral potential sites were listed in Osor Bay along 
the coast of the island of Lošinj. For example, the 
discovery of two early Byzantine amphorae of 
the Dressel 34 type, dating from the 6th centu-
ry, was recorded near Maestro Cape (fig. 2). Fur-
ther north, in Pirac Bay, late antique amphorae 
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from the 4th and 5th centuries were document-
ed, and in Golubljaj Bay, not far from Osor Cape 
itself, an amphora of North African origin from 
the 3rd century was found (fig. 2). Near Škojić at 
Osor Cape, a stone anchor was also recorded (fig. 
2) (Vrsalović 2011, 87).

Port facilities and finds alongside ancient 
architecture were documented at the sites of Bi-
jar Bay, northwest of Osor, and the Old Port of 
Osor (fig. 2). In Bijar Bay, numerous scattered ob-
jects were investigated, particularly pottery from 
both the ancient and medieval periods, as well 
as port infrastructure and various construction 
materials. This identified the location as a highly 
important site, and it was therefore inscribed in 
the Register of Cultural Goods of the Republic 
of Croatia (Z-77). The Old Port of Osor yielded 
the most finds, especially fragments of ampho-
rae with various typological features, as well as 
bowls, plates, pots, platters, and lids, dating from 
antiquity to the 14th/15th century (Matejčić and 
Orlić 1982, 166–7). A large number of round 

wooden beams were also found, most likely 
posts (palina) used for mooring ships in the har-
bour (Vrsalović 2011, 89). Along with the site in 
Radiboj Bay, the Old Port was designated as one 
of the most promising areas in the Osor waters, 
with the intention of further systematic research 
(fig. 2) (Vrsalović 2011, 89).

The category of isolated or individual ob-
jects also includes three partially preserved Ro-
man sculptures, discovered by chance by a 
trawler fisherman in Jaz Bay. These pieces are 
identified as Roman Imperial portraits depict-
ing Octavian, Drusus the Younger, and a young-
er person, all dated to the 1st century BCE (figs. 
2–3). These sculptures are considered exception-
al examples in the eastern Adriatic coastal region 
(Cambi 1982, 85–98; 2002, 124).

Underwater Research in the 21st Century
During the late 1980s and 1990s, the attention 
of archaeologists was focused on other, more sig-
nificant sites in the Cres-Lošinj seabed. Howev-
er, after a break of several years, new underwater 
inspection surveys of the Osor waters were un-
dertaken in 2008. These were conducted as part 
of the regular project Reconnaissance of Kvarn-
er (2008–2012), led by Igor Miholjek from the 
Department for Underwater Archaeology of the 
Croatian Conservation Institute, in collabora-
tion with the Lošinj Museum and the Special 
Police Diving Centre of the Ministry of the Inte-
rior of the Republic of Croatia from Mali Lošinj.

The project’s goals were to assess the current 
state of known archaeological sites, determine 
their level of devastation, and create new docu-
mentation. Furthermore, the project aimed to 
conduct a comprehensive survey of potentially 
interesting locations, identify possible new sites, 
and verify information received from local fish-
ermen, resulting in the investigation of 20 sites 
(Dugonjić 2010, 212; Ettinger Starčić 2012, 623–
4). The project also planned the recovery of finds 
from endangered sites or those near the shore. 
All surveyed sites were documented, and the 
retrieved objects were registered and, after full 
processing, stored at the Lošinj Museum. Dur-

Figure 3: Roman Imperial Portrait of Drusus the Young-
er (photo: Nadir Mavrović, 2017)
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ing this period, two locations in the waters of 
Osor were surveyed and investigated: Old Port 
and Bijar Bay (fig. 2).

The location of Osor Port, specifically at 
the pier near the bridge, has been known since 
the 1970s due to a reported discovery of a mon-
oxylon (dugout canoe). Given the context and 
previous research, this area was categorised as 
containing port facilities and finds associated 

with ancient architecture. As another monoxy-
lon is already part of the permanent collection 
at the Osor Archaeological Collection, this re-
port appeared plausible. A test excavation with 
four trenches was conducted. Although frag-
ments of modern-era pottery and considera-
ble recent waste from boats and the shore were 
found, the anticipated monoxylon was not doc-
umented. However, at the end of the pier, eight 

Figure 4: Osor, Old Port – De-
tails of the Wooden Piles (pho-
to: Robert Mosković, 2008)

Figure 5: Osor, Bijar Bay – 
Fragment of a Pluteus (photo: 
Robert Mosković, 2008)
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wooden piles were recorded (fig. 4). These likely 
date from the Venetian period and were used for 
mooring ships (Dugonjić 2010, 218–9; Ettinger 
Starčić 2012, 625).

The entire area to the north, from Osor 
and its medieval walls to Bijar Bay, was also sur-
veyed, as it had been in the 1970s. The presence 
of a large quantity of archaeological and build-
ing material was confirmed, including fragments 
of various types of amphorae, pottery, tegulae, 
imbrices, and stoppers from different periods, 
ranging from antiquity to the modern era. An 
exceptional find was a fragment of stone sculp-
ture, dated to the 9th century, which was most 
likely part of a pluteus (a low stone screen) from 
an Osor church (fig. 5) (Dugonjić 2010, 218; Et-
tinger Starčić 2012, 625).

In 2014, another amphora was discovered 
at the entrance to Osor Bay on the Lošinj side. 
During a rescue excavation led by Zrinka Et-
tinger Starčić of the Lošinj Museum, a com-
plete Lamboglia 2-type amphora was found 
at a depth of 11.7 metres. However, due to the 
circumstances of its discovery, it was not pos-
sible to determine its original site, and the 
amphora was therefore classified under Vrs-
alović’s category of isolated or individual ob-
jects and is now kept in the Osor Archaeolog-
ical Collection.

The most recent underwater rescue excava-
tions in the waters of Osor took place in 2023, as 
part of two projects: the Nerezine Linear Con-
struction Agglomeration and the route for a new 
110 kV underwater cable from Cres to Lošinj. 
Two different locations in Osor Port were in-
vestigated: the first by the Department for Un-
derwater Archaeology of the Croatian Conser-
vation Institute from Zagreb, and the second 
by the ARS NAUTICA Institute for Maritime 
Heritage and the University of Zadar.

At the first location, directly in front of the 
entrance to the Kavanela channel, a trench was 
excavated measuring 107 m long, 3 m wide, and 
up to 4 m deep (fig. 2; 6). The excavation area 
was divided into five sectors. On the Cres side 
of the trench (sectors 1 and 2), around ten wood-
en piles were found in sector 2, which had been 
used to secure the stone embankment. Along 
the coast of the island of Lošinj (sectors 4 and 
5), approximately thirty wooden piles were dis-
covered in sector 4, which had secured the mud-
dy and sandy Lošinj coastline, in contrast to the 
rocky Cres side (fig. 6). This difference is due to 
the stronger sea currents on the Cres side, which 
prevent as much sediment from being deposited 
as along the Lošinj stretch. As this is a shipping 
channel with strong currents, it has been estab-
lished that the canal is mechanically cleaned and 

Figure 6: Osor, Old Port – Lay-
out of The Archaeological Ex-
cavation with Marked Sectors 
and Trenches (sectors – red; ar-
chaeological trenches – white; 
reference points – yellow) 
(made by Sara Popović and 
Denis Jakopović, 2023)
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deepened to a depth of 4 m at regular intervals. 
Given these conditions and the dredging, more 
precise cultural layers could not be defined. 

During the preparation of the documen-
tation, multiple complementary methods were 
employed using modern digital technologies. 
The proposed route plan for the future water 
supply pipeline, provided by the infrastructure 
works contractor, was integrated in a GIS en-
vironment with airborne laser scanning data. 
These data also included seabed coverage (cour-
tesy of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute, Vi-
enna), enabling a more detailed understand-
ing of the seabed topography within the study 
area. For photographic and graphic documenta-
tion, the excavation area was subsequently sur-
veyed from the air using an unmanned aerial ve-
hicle (UAV). A total of 867 aerial photographs 
and 24 reference points, whose spatial posi-
tions were recorded using a total station, were 
used to generate the model and orthophoto-
graphs. Geodetic measurements of the refer-
ence points were conducted using GNSS. The 
same reference points used for georeferencing 
the aerial model were also employed to reference 
the models of underwater-recorded archaeologi-
cal excavation trenches. The 3D model of the ar-
chaeological trenches was produced from 2,409 
photographs. Photogrammetric 3D models and 

orthophotographs were generated using dedi-
cated software, while all resulting georeferenced 
datasets were integrated and overlaid in QGIS, 
where the graphic documentation was also pro-
duced (Popović 2023).

The greatest number of archaeological finds 
were discovered in sector 3, located just in front 
of the canal but connected to Osor’s infrastruc-
ture (fig. 7). In this 320 m² area, over 200 ob-
jects were found that could be typologically and 
stylistically defined and chronologically dated. 
These included pottery and container from vari-
ous historical eras, ranging from the Hellenistic 
period to the Venetian Republic and up to the 
19th century.

The pottery is divided into several catego-
ries: coarse prehistoric and Hellenistic ceram-
ics, fine Roman ceramics and amphorae, and a 
small portion of glazed modern-era pottery pro-
duced in northern Italy. Other finds include Ro-
man oil lamps, modern-era smoking pipes, and 
fragments of unidentified objects.

Quantitatively, the largest number of finds 
comprised amphorae and their parts, especially 
stoppers, which were made on a wheel and in a 
mould. These included, for example, necks of the 
Portorecanati/Unije type, bifid handles of Dres-
sel 2-4 type amphorae, globular ribbed bodies 
of Late Roman 1 type amphorae, and fragments 

Figure 7: Osor, Old Port – Ar-
chaeological Excavation in Sec-
tor 3 (photo: Jerko Macura, 
2023)
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of North African and Spatheon-type amphorae 
(Miholjek 2024).

The largest portion of fine pottery consists 
of imported Hellenistic ceramics, which can be 
categorised into several types and styles, includ-
ing Gnathia ware, black-glazed, and Hellenis-
tic relief pottery. All these examples are attribut-
ed to tableware for serving and drinking liquids, 
such as drinking cups, bowls, and plates, and are 
dated from the late 4th to the 1st century BCE, 
corresponding to the end of the Iron Age and 
the beginning of Roman era in Osor (Blečić Ka-
vur and Kavur 2024b; cf. Blečić Kavur 2015).

During the subsequent Augustan and ear-
ly Tiberian periods, the finest tableware was im-
ported, as in other significant economic and 
military strongholds of the Roman Empire. Ex-

amples of thin-walled pottery and both smooth 
and relief terra sigillata from the early Roman 
period had already been found in Osor, and re-
cent surveys of the Osor channel have confirmed 
this. Fragments of bowls, plates, cups, and jugs, 
some bearing stamps and decorations, were col-
lected. Despite the unclear stratigraphy, this is 
the first instance of such material culture being 
found within a defined archaeological context, 
and it represents the largest number of finds to 
date from the Osor seabed and its surrounding 
area (Blečić Kavur and Kavur 2024b).

In addition to these finds, two large wood-
en beams were discovered during the excava-
tion in Sector 3 (fig. 8). They measured 4 me-
tres in length with a cross-section of 30 × 30 
cm and were oriented in the direction of the 
tide. The beams were reinforced with vertical-
ly placed planks and yellow clay, which was not 
found elsewhere at the site. Given their dimen-
sions, they were very likely installed to direct the 
sea currents in the canal and to secure the Lošinj 
side of the coast. Samples from the beams and 
piles were taken for further analysis to deter-
mine the age of the wood, which could provide 
more information about the periods when these 
elements were installed and used. Although pre-
served stratigraphic layers are lacking, the quan-
tity, quality, and diversity of the material culture 
confirm the long-term, continuous use of this 
area as a port and its significance within the so-
cial dynamics of Osor over the centuries (Mihol-
jek 2024) (figs. 6–8).

The second excavation was carried out 
southeast of the previous location, in a section 
approaching the modern-day coast of Jaz Bay. 
This survey of the future 110 kV Cres-Lošinj un-
derwater cable route was led by Irena Radić Ros-
si (2023) (fig. 2). Due to the previous data and 
finds, as described earlier, there were high ex-
pectations for this area. However, it yielded sig-
nificantly poorer results compared to the first 
location in front of the Osor strait. A surface in-
spection of the seabed revealed modern waste 
and scattered finds along the entire route of the 
future cable and in the bay itself. Fragments of 

Figure 8: Osor, Old Port – a) DEM Model and Ortho-
photo of the Archaeological Excavation (made by Jerko 
Macura; processed by Sara Popović, 2023); b) 3D Model 
with DesignatIons of Wooden Elements (G – beam; D – 
wooden planks) (made by Anton Divić, 2023)
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pottery were observed along the route, broadly 
dating from antiquity to the modern era.

During the excavation, material culture was 
only found in two trenches and consisted of small 
fragments of modern-era pottery. In trench 14, a 
certain amount of rounded pottery fragments 
and pebbles were found, suggesting the existence 
of a beach at some point in time. The majority 
of the finds were fragments of ceramic and glass 
vessels from various periods, which hold no sig-
nificant scientific or artistic value, as they were 
discarded from the shore or from boats into the 
shallow sea (Radić Rossi 2023).

Conclusion
Underwater archaeological research and survey 
in the Osor aquatorium have been conducted for 
more than 70 years, though not always with the 
same intensity, purpose, or objectives. The aim 
of the initial inspection and field surveys was to 
document as many potential sites as possible and 
to record them in legal proceedings to protect 
them from possible deliberate or further devas-
tation. The collected material culture mostly re-
lates to periods from antiquity to the modern 
era, among which the presumed shipwreck near 
Radiboj Bay, harbour infrastructure, and indi-
vidual finds of early imperial sculpture are par-
ticularly noteworthy.

In recent decades, archaeological research 
in the Kvarner area has been carried out system-
atically, both as part of an inspection project and 
through protective, smaller-scale interventions 
on selected routes. Significant archaeological 
heritage, as well as new circumstances related to 
changes in the marine environment, have been 
documented, especially in the area of Osor Old 
Port. Older data have also been revised, the state 
of individual locations and sites has been ana-
lysed, and perspectives for further research have 
been defined. Viewed as a whole and in a broader 
context, this research significantly complements 
existing knowledge based solely on the results 
of land-based research. Material evidence of in-
tense maritime activities confirms the important 
role of Osor in the social and economic develop-

ment of the region, highlighting its strategic po-
sition, prominent maritime and intermediary 
function, and the continuity of its settlement. 
The results of the research not only expand the 
understanding of ancient maritime routes and 
trade patterns, but also provide relevant insights 
into the daily lives of sailors and the local popu-
lation throughout Osor’s thousand-year history.
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Summary 
Within the Kvarner area and the Cres–Lošinj ar-
chipelago, Osor is the oldest and most important 
island settlement, as well as the most thoroughly 
investigated archaeological site. Systematic archae-
ological research has been conducted continuous-
ly since the late 19th century, encompassing both 

terrestrial and underwater surveys across the en-
tire island area. Particular attention has been giv-
en to the seabed around Osor due to the signifi-
cance and value of the material culture associated 
with the settlement.

This paper summarises all research carried out 
over the past seventy years, divided into two main 
periods: the first systematic investigations in the 
second half of the 20th century, and the more re-
cent systematic and rescue excavations in the early 
21st century. Through inspection and field surveys, 
numerous potential sites were documented and in-
corporated into protection procedures, to prevent 
further intentional or unintentional damage. The 
collected material mainly relates to periods from 
Antiquity to the Modern Era, with particularly 
notable finds including a presumed shipwreck site 
in Radiboj Bay, harbour infrastructure, and Early 
Imperial sculptures.

In recent decades, archaeological research in 
the Kvarner area has been conducted systemati-
cally, both through large-scale surveys and small-
er-scale rescue excavations. Significant archaeo-
logical heritage has been documented in the Osor 
harbour area, along with new evidence of envi-
ronmental changes in the marine setting. Earlier 
data have been re-evaluated, the condition of in-
dividual sites reassessed, and perspectives for fur-
ther research defined. In a broader context, these 
investigations substantially complement previous 
knowledge based solely on terrestrial research. Ma-
terial evidence of intensive maritime activity con-
firms Osor’s key role in the social and economic 
development of the region, highlighting its stra-
tegic position, strong maritime and intermediary 
function, and continuity of settlement. The results 
not only deepen our understanding of ancient sea 
routes and trade networks but also provide valua-
ble insights into the everyday life of sailors and lo-
cal inhabitants throughout Osor’s millennia-long 
history.

Povzetek
Na območju Kvarnerja in znotraj creško-lošinjske-
ga arhipelaga Osor predstavlja najstarejše in najpo-
membnejše otoško naselje, ki je hkrati najtemelji-
teje arheološko raziskano. Sistematične raziskave 
potekajo neprekinjeno od konca 19. stoletja in 
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vključujejo kopenske ter podvodne preglede celot-
nega področja. Posebna pozornost je bila namenje-
na osorskemu podmorju zaradi izjemnega pomena 
materialne kulture, povezane z naseljem.

Prispevek povzema vsa dosedanja raziskova-
nja zadnjih 70 let, razdeljena v dve obdobji: med 
prva, sistematična, v drugi polovici 20. stoletja ter 
novejša, zaščitna in dokumentacijska, v 21. stoletju. 
Z rekognosciranji in s terenskimi pregledi je bilo 
evidentiranih več potencialnih najdišč, ki so bila 
vključena v postopke varstva, da bi se preprečile na-
daljnje namerne ali nenamerne poškodbe. Gradivo 
se večinoma nanaša na obdobje od antike do nove-
ga veka, med katerim izstopajo brodolomsko najdi-
šče v zalivu Radiboj, pristaniška infrastruktura in 
najdbe zgodnjecesarskih skulptur.

V zadnjih desetletjih so raziskave prinesle po-
membne podatke o osorskem pristanišču, zlasti 
o arheološki dediščini in spremembah morskega 
okolja. Revidirani so bili starejši podatki, anali-
zirano stanje na posameznih lokacijah ter opre-
deljene smernice za nadaljnje raziskave. Celostna 
obravnava rezultatov bistveno dopolnjuje spozna-
nja, pridobljena z izključno kopenskimi raziska-
vami. Dokazi o intenzivnih pomorskih dejavno-
stih potrjujejo ključno vlogo Osorja v družbenem 
in gospodarskem razvoju regije, njegov strateški 
položaj ter kontinuiteto poselitve. Rezultati pog-
labljajo razumevanje antičnih pomorskih poti in 
trgovinskih vzorcev ter osvetljujejo vsakdanjik po-
morcev in lokalnega prebivalstva skozi tisočletno 
zgodovino mesta.
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